FASHION business

Shopping
HEAVEN

An attractive, shapely design and an excellent choice of stores and international brands make

the Europa shopping center one of the essential stops on any shopping trip to Vilnins.
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The chearful glow touches you as soon you walk in
the door. Greenery and running water, a high glass
ceiling and bright lighting, the delightfully refreshing
interior are all immediately striking This is Europa, a
shopping center jus! across the river from the Old
Town, one of the best places in Vilnius to do a spot
of shopping — and mos! cerfainly an oasis of warmih
in & cold February landscape.

Europa transforms the mundane activity of shop-
ping or grabhing a bite to sat into somathing that
could be described as a joytul experience. This, you
think to yourself, is how tha Lithuanians buy their
clothes, How lucky thay must leel

Europa is undeniably popular — a visit af any time of
the day will confirm this. Situated in a sharp and
modern business area of saveral high-rises (and
mowe fo0 come - sea cover), it is a shopping center
in tha very midst of Vilnius, within easy walking dis-
tance from anywhare in the city cantar

It's classy. bright and airy. its three open toors of
shops a pleasurs to walk through. On clear days the
view of the Europa Tower through the rool is quite
speciacular

‘Floating cafés” are suspended from the ceiling with
a swaeping view ol the shaps and the activity below
Thasa liftle white boais of coffes tables have beena
particular selling point for Europa

Europa, which calls itsell a "fashion and style cen-
ter” rather than & comman shopping mall, has
shops that range from clothing and footwear
{over 100 stores including Tommy Hilfiger, GANT,
Mare'OPolo, Mexx, Gerry Weber, Geox, and more}
io gifis and accessonies o food and drink
Restaurants and cafés on the ground and top floors
offer sushi, pizza, salads, cakes, and both
Lithuanian and international dishes

In the mini-suparmarkel, Maxima, an ample assort-
ment of Lithuanian and other cheeses, meals. veg-
etables, salads, and fresh bread are displayed on
the shalves. If you fancy a break from dining out
this will make snacking in your hotel room a gourmet
treat

FINDING IT

Europa is a shorl walk from the Oid Town. Stroll 1o
the northern end of Vilniaus Streel, past the impos-
ing Opera & Ballet Theater, cross the river over the
Green Bridge with ifs comical Socialist Realist fig-
ures, and climb the broad flight ol steps lo the lelt
Pass the 18ih century, double-spired. Barogque
Church of S5t Raphael on your left, then the
Planatarium on your right

At the end of this padestrian-only precinet the broad
Konstitucijos Avenue and Europa Square open oul
belore you

The new high-rises here have mushroomed out of
what used to be an area of wastaland, transtorming
a once ignored corner of lown inlo what they call the
‘new business district” of Vilnius. These new build-
ngs have helped to give lite o a par of the cily
which was in need of regeneration in the 1990s
The wall of windows to the right is the new munici-
pality building, on the left a curving residential
block, The circular Europa Tower stands behind
tham, the Europa shopping cenler in the fore-
ground. Taking care crossing the road (there's a
subway in front ol you), choose from entrances o
the right or to the lelt
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What inspired Europa's strikingly origi-
Elal_dm'gnf.
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How important has location been in
defining Europa's successt
Place is'one of

hat influenc

What are your feelings about the
approaching competition from new
shopping centers due to open this or
next year, such 23 Panorama and
Cedimino 9¢ What are Europa's special
qualities that will keep your customers

¥ often hosts cul

nd social events,
whether it's special dates
in the Lithuanian calen-
dar, galas surrounding the
opening of new shops. or
one-off events that need
a colorful and vivid back
drop

Taking just one example,
an unconventional art
project called Moc'Art
2006 orgamzed by the
Vilnius-based arts company Culture Artfact took Europa as-a stage as the shop
sivee suspended cafés were transformed into a new concert

s piano music.

Actors dressed in costumes as characters from the great Austrian composer's
warks improvised performances inspired by the music, It was a visually dazzling
setting for Mozart's music,
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